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Good Afternoon. This is Doug Reisig, Superintendent of Hellgate Elementary 

 

I have something I need to share with you. 

 

As many of you are aware, I asked, last week, for you, as the head of your households, to 

complete a “Parent Covid-19/School Reopening” survey in order to help guide me and the school 

district in finalizing reopening plans for the fall of 2020. The deadline to complete the survey has 

passed. On the district’s website is a link to the survey results that catalog your concerns, desires, 

wishes, and perspectives on the reopening of school at Hellgate Elementary for the fall of 2020. I 

wish to take this opportunity to thank all the parents/guardians who took the time to complete the 

survey. Certainly, the survey was extensive, if not exhausting. But, over 500 individuals took the 

time to complete the survey. That is truly remarkable. No survey, in the 20 years I have served as 

the Hellgate Elementary superintendent, has ever had such a response rate. So, thank you for 

sharing your thoughts! 

 

As I have stated previously, I want our schools to reopen. I also do not want to activate any 

worse-case scenario, blended learning plan. But, the school district needs to have a contingency 

plan and be in a position to move and move quickly to implement that plan in the event that the 

CDC, the Governor’s office, and/or the Missoula City/County Health Department places 

restrictions upon the school district that would preclude our ability to reopen in a traditional daily 

school schedule format. Your survey participation has helped in the effort to finalize that plan.  

 

At the July 13
th

 school board meeting, I will share the results of the survey, in greater detail, with 

Hellgate Elementary school trustees. It is those individuals who must articulate what their 

individual and majority opinions and visions are with respect to the reopening of school. That 

meeting will have a Zoom video-conferencing opportunity for those individuals wishing to 

view/participate in the meeting while also maintaining social/physical distancing posture.  

 

As always, as things continue to change, I will work to keep you as informed as possible. 

 

Stay safe and healthy! 


